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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT 
 
 
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT 
 
 
 
Public Notice/Application No.:  200300786-DLC 
Comment Period:  05/21/2003 through 06/20/2003 
Project Manager:  Deanna L. Cummings     deanna.l.cummings@usace.army.mil  
 
 
Applicant 
Roger Hobbs 
Century American Development Corp. 
1430 E. Chapman Ave. 
Orange, California 92866 

Contact 
Mike Klinefelter 
24641 Chalone Road 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
(909) 223-9947 

 
 
Location 
 The proposed impacts would occur in an unnamed tributary to the Murrieta Creek near Murrieta, 
Riverside County, California (at: lat:33-35-46.5000 lon:117-13-19.7040).  The proposed housing development 
would be constructed on 38.5 acres northeast of the Smith Ranch Road and Clinton-Keith intersection. 
 
Activity 
 The applicant proposes to construct a single-family residential development on 38.5 acres with 104 units 
(see attached drawings).  For more information see page 3 of this notice. 
  
 
 Interested parties are hereby notified that an application has been received for a Department of the Army 
permit for the activity described herein and shown on the attached drawing(s).  Interested parties are invited to 
provide their views on the proposed work, which will become a part of the record and will be considered in the 
decision.  This permit will be issued or denied under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1972 (33 U.S.C. 
1344).  Comments should be mailed to: 
 
   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District 
   Regulatory Branch 
   ATTN: CESPL-CO-R-200300786-DLC 
   P.O. Box 532711 
   Los Angeles, California  90053-2325 
 
Alternatively, comments can be sent electronically to: deanna.l.cummings@spl01.usace.army.mil 
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Evaluation Factors 
 
 The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact including 
cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national 
concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefit which reasonably may be 
expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All 
factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof.  
Factors that will be considered include conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, 
wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, 
food production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, if the proposal would 
discharge dredged or fill material, the evaluation of the activity will include application of the EPA Guidelines 
(40 CFR 230) as required by Section 404 (b)(1) of the Clean Water Act. 
 
 The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and 
officials; Indian tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether 
to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to 
assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the 
other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest 
of the proposed activity. 
 
Preliminary Review of Selected Factors 
 
 EIS Determination-  A preliminary determination has been made that an environmental impact 
statement is not required for the proposed work. 
 
 Water Quality-  The applicant is required to obtain water quality certification, under Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act, from the California Regional Water Quality Control Board.  Section 401 requires that any 
applicant for an individual Section 404 permit provide proof of water quality certification to the Corps of 
Engineers prior to permit issuance.  For any proposed activity on Tribal land that is subject to Section 404 
jurisdiction, the applicant will be required to obtain water quality certification from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
 
 Coastal Zone Management-  This project is located outside of the coastal zone and will not affect 
coastal zone resources. 
 
 Cultural Resources-  The latest version of the National Register of Historic Places has been consulted 
and this site is not listed.  However, the existing structures on the property, a house and barn, were constructed 
in the 1930s and 1940s and have been evaluated as having local historical significance.  The Corps is reviewing 
the existing data. 
 
 Endangered Species-  Preliminary determinations indicate that the proposed activity would affect  
proposed critical habitat for California gnatcatcher and the Corps is initiating formal consultation under Section 
7 of the Endangered Species Act with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
 Public Hearing-  Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearing shall state with 
particularity the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
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Proposed Activity for Which a Permit is Required 
 
 The applicant proposes to construct Tentative Tract 30734, a housing development on 38.5 acres of land 
with 104 single-family residential lots, four open space lots, and six lots containing water quality basins. 
Minimum residential lot size will be 7,200 square feet.  Primary access to the project will be gained from Smith 
Ranch Road and Loring Road.  The proposed project would impact 0.201-acre of Corps jurisdiction; total onsite 
Corps jurisdiction is 0.559-acre, with no wetlands.   
 
Additional Project Information 
 

 Existing Site Conditions - The majority of the Site is characterized by rolling hills and valley contours.  
Elevations on-site range from 1460 feet above MSL on the hilltops to 1365 feet above MSL in the valleys.  Site 
topography is dominated by a large topographic depression oriented in a northeast to southeast direction.  
Contained in this depression is an un-named USGS-designated blueline stream, a portion of which is vegetated 
with southern riparian forest dominated by coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia).  Near the center of the site, two 
watercourses converge with the blueline stream.  Due to the increase of watershed downstream of the 
confluences, the streambed and bank are deeply incised and wider than upstream of the confluence.  The 
blueline stream exits the Site near the southwest corner through a culvert beneath Clinton Keith Road.   
 

Most of the site is currently vacant and undeveloped although structures exist in the northwest portion 
of the Site.  Structures on-site include a single-family residence, barn, garage, office, and accessory structures.  
Areas surrounding the structures have been cleared of native vegetation.  Land uses surrounding the Site 
include rural single-family residences located to the north and south, a new single-family residential tract under 
construction to the east, vacant land to the west and a single-family residential housing tract to the northwest. 
 

Vegetation communities on-site consist of disturbed/ruderal areas (± 9 acres), developed areas with 
ornamental trees (± 3.5 acres), coastal sage scrub (± 16 acres), chamise chaparral (± 6 acres), and southern 
riparian forest (± 4 acres).  
 

Mitigation - The proposed project involves avoidance and preservation of a majority (66%) of on-site 
areas under the jurisdiction of the Corps.  Impacts to the remaining jurisdictional drainages will be mitigated 
through expansion, restoration, and enhancement of on-site resources.  Drainages B and C, excluding the three 
road crossings will be preserved in perpetuity as open space.  These areas will then be expanded, restored, and 
enhanced through stabilization of the streambed in areas where head cutting and incision occur, the removal of 
exotic vegetation, and riparian vegetation.  A complete mitigation and monitoring plan will be submitted at a 
later date. 
 

Alternatives Analysis –  
 
a.  Preferred Project 
 

This is the applicant’s preferred alternative and would allow for the development of 104 residential 
lots.  This alternative would permanently impact 0.201 acres of “waters of the U.S.”.  A majority of Drainage B 
and portions of Drainage C would be preserved and restored to mitigate for impacts to the remaining on-site 
drainages. The preferred project would control and treat runoff through the implementation of on-site retention 
basins to prevent adverse impacts to water quality and downstream flooding. 
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b.  No Action Alternative 
 

The no action alternative would leave the land undeveloped and the various drainages natural.  This 
alternative would not result in a discharge of fill to waters of the U.S.   
 
c.  No Impact Alternative 
 

The evaluation of this alternative considered the potential to build at least a portion of the project 
without impacting any of the drainages on the Site.  This No Impact Alternative design would permit 
development of a maximum of 68 lots.  No access can be gained from Clinton Keith Road due to safety 
constraints mandated by the County of Riverside.  Due to the location of on-site drainages and the lack of 
access from Clinton Keith Road, the entire southeast quarter of the property would be rendered undevelopable 
along with portions of the Site adjacent and within drainages. 
   

Complete avoidance of on-site drainages would result in the loss of 36 of the 104 approved lots and 
result in a higher infrastructure cost on a per lot basis. This alternative would not result in a discharge of fill to 
waters of the U.S.   
 
d. Complete Site Development Alternative 
 
 This alternative evaluated the potential for complete development the Site which would involve the 
grading and filling of all on-site drainages.  The complete site development alternative would permit 
development of approximately 154 lots.  A tract map has not been completed for this alternative although the 
number of lots was estimated at four lots per acre using the County of Riverside’s zoning requirements. 
   
 This alternative would result in the addition of 50 lots over the 104 residential lots proposed in the 
preferred alternative.  Complete site development would impact 0.559 acres of “waters of the U.S.”.   
 
e. Off-site Alternative 
 
The applicant investigated the practicability of other sites to determine whether there are additional locations 
where the basic and overall project purpose could be practicably achieved.  Opportunities off-site are limited 
due to in-sufficient availability of land without constraints such as federally protected species, or would involve 
comparable or greater impacts to aquatic resources.   
 
 
Proposed Special Conditions   
 
 No special conditions are proposed at this time.  However, should the need for special conditions arise 
based upon the environmental analysis to be conducted, the Corps may include special conditions within the 
permit. 
 
 For additional information please call Deanna L. Cummings of my staff at (213) 452-3289. This public 
notice is issued by the Chief, Regulatory Branch. 
 


